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not think you can name a case in which, it is possible to say with truth, that they can be happy ; that is, that there is not some interruption to their happiness on that very account.
Yo. Sist. That is, supposing them to be both religiously inclined.
Wid. Nay, that need not be supposed; for we go upon our mother's principle, that without a re-ligious family there can be no happiness of life: if they are, as I said before, indifferent about religion, then there is no happiness at all in our sense of felicity ; and if they place their happiness in pursuing their duty, as every true Christian must, there must be some of that happiness wanting, where they cannot worship God together, and go hand in hand to heaven.
Yo. Sist. You know, sister, I was always of that mind; but I am exceedingly confirmed in it by your experience.
Wid. You were happy in your early cleaving to this principle, and I miserable in neglecting it; may both our examples be directing to those that come after us!
Fa. Come, children, blessed be God for the experience of both: let us end this discourse, for it makes me melancholy, that have had a very unhappy part in both your cases: in yours my dear, (speaking to the youngest,) I violently endeavoured to force you to be miserable ; and in yours, my dear, (speaking to the other,) I entirely omitted the concern I ought to have had upon me, to prevent your making yourself so.
Sist. Do not afflict yourself, sir, about that now; blessed be God we have both got it over.
Fa. But it does afflict me for all that; and het all fathers learn from me, how much it concerns them, if they wish well to their children, either to